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DEUTERON. xxxili. 29. whit 

Hapyy art thou, O Iſrael, Who is like unto thee, 0 _ 
People ſaved by the Lord, the Shield of thy bely of a 


4 . and who 1s the Sword of thy Excellency! and thin} in a 
Enemies ſhall be found Liars unto thee, and tho > 
ſhalt tread apon their high Places. 


. A AY Text concludes that Bleſſing ns Moſes <4 » 
BY 1\ the Man of God, bleſſed the Children of Iſrac], a 19 
ele before his Death, ver. 1. The future Fortunes of whic 
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did the Giheonites in particular. Foſh. 9. And hereby is 
implyed the tameſt and mbſt ſervile Submiſſion, that 
Fear and Conſternation can ſuggeſt to poor diſperited 
Creatures: Thoſe wretched officious Fawnings, by 


which ſuch deprecate the Reſentment of a Force at 


whoſe Mercy they lye, when throwing themſelves at 


the Feet, and imploring the Clemency and Protection, 


of a Conquerour, whoſe Progreis they are no longer 
in a condition to obſtruct. | 

2. By the other Expreſſion, Thou ſhalt tread upon their 
high Places, may be underſtood reducing and diſmant- 
ling (as in the caſe of Fericho) thoſe Cities great and fen- 
ced up to Heaven, [foſh 6. Deut. 9, I. 70 Gr. Vulg. Lat. Chald. 
Syriac. Arab.] tor which the Canaanites are ſaid to have 
been particularly formidable. Others, and indeed Ver- 
ſions of great Authority, apply it tothe Head and upper 
Parts of the Body; and from thence by an eaſie Meta- 
phor, to Princes and great Commanders. The tread- 
ing on whoſe Necks, when ſubdued in Batre], was a 
Ceremony denoting the completeſt Victory and moſt 
abſolute Subjection- And this we find practiſed upon 
the Five Kings combined againſt» Joſhua. Joſh. 10. 24. 
Which ſome Interpreters have judged a remarkable, 
Boy even literal Accompliſhment of che Prophecy in my 
6 

Orot. ] I add once more, that an Expoſitor of great 
Learning jovns both theſe in one Sentence to the fol- 
lowing effect. F bine Enemies ſhall be found Liars unto 
thee, thou ſhalt tread upon their bigh Places: Which im- 
ports (what we, to be ſure, have reaſon tocſteema ve- 
ry valuable Mercy) that, when Iſrael's Enemies had 
made Leagues of Peace and Friendſhip, if, upon any 
inviting Conjuncture afterwards, they ſhould ſacrifice 
Honour and Conſcience to Advantage, ſtrike in with 
the favourable Opportunity, and enter upon new inju- 
rious Meaſures; it was neither their numerous Armies, 
nor their ſtrong Tens, that ſhould be able to protect 
the Fraud. | 
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For God would ſee Right done to his People, aſſiſt 
them in bringing theit faithleſs Adverſaries to Reaſon, 
and in chaſtiſing the Baſeneſs of ſuch undeſerved Pro- 
vocations. 3 


Theſe I preſume to have been the Priviledges, which | 
when the Man of God foreſaw, he contemplared with 


a joy too ſtrong to be contained; and thereupon broke 
out into the rapturous Words now laid before you. 
Happy art thou, O Iſrael! Who 1s )like unto Thee, O People 


ſaved by the Lord, be is the Shield of thy help, andthe Sword 


of thy Excellency ! And thine Enemies ſhall be found Liars 


unto thee, and thou ſhalt tread upon their high Places. 


I take for granted, You have gone before me, in 


applying to the Occaſion of this Auguſt Aſſembly both 


my Text and the Illuſtration of it. And indeed, if 
Moſes were exalted, as you have ſeen, with a Prophe- 
tick View only of Bleſſings then far diſtant ; What 
ſhould forbid Us, who have ſeen, and felr, and ought 
to be tranſported with the Goodneſs of the Lord, to 
take the like Gratulation into every one of our Mouths ? 
Eſpecially ata time, when We can enlarge the matter 
of our Gladneſs, by very comfortable Prefages of its 
Continuance, and yet daily Increaſe, upon Our Yael. 
Nay, when, all Circumſtances laid together, we may 
reaſonably take leave to hope, that, even while we are 
paying to God the humble Tribute of This, His Mer- 
ciful Providence is laying the Foundation of Another, 
ſolemn Thankſgiving. 

His Merciful Providence I ſay: For unleſs we place 
the laſt Reſort of all there, the Diſt inctions of this joy- 
ful Day are no better than the Pomp of Hypocrity. 


And therefore I thall endeavour to improve them, by 
- ſhewing with Reſpect, Firſt, to Iſracl, and Secondly, to 


our Selves, that which is manifeſtly the Subſtance of 
my text: (1) With how good Reaſon all Succeſſes of 
this Nature are aſcribed ro Almighty God ; And then, 
(2) How juſtly that People is pronounced happy, whoſe 
Protection is undertaken, and whole Battles are fonght 
be Him. 


i. Theſe 
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1. Theſe Points, fo far as Hael is concern'd, are 
properly matter of Contemplation only: Becauſe ſo 
evident, that to attempt a Proof of them were to abuſe 
your Patience. None, who are perſuaded, that God 
diſpoſes the Affairs of this lower World, can doubt ei- 
ther their Security, of whoſe Help he is the Sbield, ot 
their Succeſs, of whoſe Excellency he is the Sword. And 
little can any, who belicve Moſes and the Prophets, que- 
ſtion whether Vrael were a People thus ſaved by rhe 
Lord. For, What elſe in effect is the Hiſtory of the 
Old Teſtament, but a Series of Action, whereby a 
handful of Men (comparatively ſpeaking) became ſu- 
perior to Enemies, ſo vaſtly an Over- match both in 
Numbeg and Strength, that we no where read of Events 
any thin near, any thing like, or even worthy to be 
named with theſe? „ . 

Here we are inform'd, how this Almighty Defender 
made bare his Arm, and got himſelf an everlaſting Name; 
Sometimes, by going out of the Stated Courſe of Nature; 
Sometimes, by arming the Creatures on the Side of his. 
Beloved; Often, by ſtriking into whole Armies and 
Countries ſudden and irreſiſtible Terrours; Generally, 
by inſpiring the Choſen Race with Courage and Pow- 
er rodo more than Men ; always, by ordering matrers 
ſo, that his Honour and their Safety were in the Iſſue 
effectually conſulted. | 

2. So plain and manifold are the Indications of God's 
engaging on behalf of 1ſraet. But when it is that he 
does ſo on ours, can only be inferr'd from ſuch a like- 
nels of Caſes, as the prefent Condition of Affairs will 
admit. The ſame miraculous Appearances are not to 
be expected between contending Chriſtians, as Omni— 
potence then exerted it felt in. Thoſe were neceflary 
Diſt inctions of Favour to the one only People, ac- 
nowledging the true Gd; and awakening Evidence to 
a whole Pagan World beſides, that their Idols could pro- 
fir them nothing. But War, in the Nature of the 
thing, docs however centinne to be an Appeal to the 


| Sovereign judge of aft. : | In. 


In Controver ſies, vhich independent Powers on Earth 
cannot, or will not, amicably compoſe. And, altho 
the Meaſures of Providence may be altered, yet does it 
not ſtand by idle and unconcerned. God ſtill aſſerts his 
antient Prerogative ; and, as well by many expreſs De- 
clarations, as by ſignificant Titles of himſelf, in Scrip- 
turc, puts Men in mind very frequently, ro whom the 
Iſſue of the Combat is due, even when they might lye 
7 the ſtrongeſt Temptations of taking it to them- 

elves. i 

That all Victory comes from God, hath indeed been 
ſometimes inculcated with very ill Deſign, and a great 
deal of wicked Sopbiſtry emplyed, to poſſeſs ignorant 
and bigotted Zealots, that Succeſs, even in the moſt vil- 
lainous Enterpriſes, is a Mark of Divine e e 
and Favour. But, tho the Counſels of Providence 
be a dark and great Deep, yet are the Fallacies, im- 
poſed on this Occaſion, eaf1 to be ſeen through, by 
Them who are careful impartially to examine, into 
the Merits of the Cauſe engag'd in, The Ends propo- 
fed from that Engagement, And the viſible Inter poſi- 
tions of God's own Hand, in the Events conſequent 
thereupon. It is, I conceive Our peculiar Felicity, 
that all theſe Confiderations concur to juſtifie our pre- 
ſent Rejoycing. And therefore I will not ſuffer my 
ſelf to doubt your Patience, while I bricfly repreſent 
the Part we appear to have in them. 

God is a gencral Lover of Mankind. The Benig- 
nity of his Nature, and the Temper of his Laws, do 
both conſpire in promoting their common Happineſs. 
Hence Helping Ibem to Right that ſuffer Wrong, Preſerv- 
ing Chriſtian People in their Laws and Liberties, [1/. 
viii] Undcing heavy Burdens, Breaking the Yokes, Looſ- 
#rg the Bands of Wichedneſs, and letting the Oppriſſ-d go 
free, are Actions, which He loves, recommends, and 
is highly honvured by. And therefore, when jult 
Arms are taken up for theſe generous Purpoſes, we 
may be bold to ſay, He thinks himſelf a Party, and that 
the Battle is not Ours bat God's. Ad 


The Caſe, as I ſaid, ik in all Points the ſame 
with that of raels Adverfaries ; But is net this of Ours 
in ſome reſpects the worſe, for the Difference which 
is between them? For, ro make outward Shew of 


ſtrongeſt Ties of mutual Faith, into Inſtruments of 
Perf Adel eit, A. ) 
make the moſt perfect Syſtem of Charity and Ten- 
derneſs a Pretence for Cruelty and Perſecution ; are 


profeſſing a Goſpel ſo palpably perverted and abu- 
ſed. And, in regard the World by: this time may 
be fully 


lye under or have Cauſe to fear them, are as proper 
” E who threaten and prepare them are as obnoxious. 


8 preſly difowned in Words, which in Works is moſt 
i |} bay denied. „ 
Well therefore may we look upon it, as an Act 
of God's patticular Love aud Favour, when he raiſes 
y up Inſtruments to chaſtiſe and check ſuch Oppreſſion. 
And, ſure I am, Their Noble Undertakings will 
prove of more auſpicious Influence to the preſent 
Generation, and deliver down a more glorious Name 
| to Poſterity ; A Name, that ſhall be written in Cha- 
racers more durable, and be read with greater Admi- 
ration and Delight, than Pompous Titles and Tri- 
umphal Arches, polluted with the Blaſphemy of nau- 
ſeous Flatterers, the Tears of enſlaved Subjects, the 
Blood of Chriſtians wantonly ſpilt, and tlie Sufferings 
of Proteſtants barbaroufly perſecnted. | 
Upon this account particularly the Memory of our 
deceaſed Prince deſerves to live in Honour, and muſt 
nceds do fo, as long as there arc Libertics in Europe; And 
| Fi Theſe, 


che Chriſtian Religion, and yer break in upon thoſe. 
Rights of Society, which it intends to guard; To turn 
Articles, and Oaths, and Renunciations, and all the 


and Deceir, Avarice and Ambition; To 
Provocations but the more heinous and flagrant, for 


| atisfied, That a Mol Cbriſtian Tyranny may 
put on Chains, as heavy as a Heathen one; They, who 
an Ohject of the Divine Protection: And, They 


to the Divine Vengeance; as if that Faith were ex- 
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Theſe, I hope, are now about to be made as laſting, as 


Time ir ſelf. But the Bleſſings heaped upon his Royal 
Succeſſor call upon, and furniſh abundant matter for 
our preſent Meditation. And they are ſuch, as fill us with 
humble Confidence, that God hath reſcrved to Her the 
Glory of finiſhing that great Work ſpeedily, which he, in 


deſpightofall Difficulties, had ſo magnanimoully begun. 


The Cauſe in which we are embarked, is common, 
The Principle we act upon, Chriſtian and commendable. 
Not an inordinate thirſt of falſe Honour, to be acquired 
by Slaughter and Devaſtation; not a Grcedineſ to en- 
large our Territories, or to enrich our Treaſures with 
Spoils, at the Expence'of peaceable Neighbors: but an 
honeſt Deſire, to bring back into its old Channel what 
Encroachment and Ufurpation have drawn away: To 
adjuſt ſuch a Balance of. 


Devourer ; To eſtabliſh Security of Commerce, and a 
mutual good Underſtanding. between adjacent Conn- 
tries; And to aſſure the Quiet and Safety of the whole 
Weſtern World; In ſhort, We proceed upon a Prin- 
cip'e,which aims at Peace; And had much rather have 
no neceſſity of Fighting, than the greateſt Glory of Con- 
quering. But Ours is plain Neceffiry. The only Re- 
medy left us, when Fact hath ſo clearly demonſtrated; 
that with Some no Peace is laſting, no Treaties Sacred, 
57 — any qther foot, than want of Ability to break 
Let us now in the Laſt place, give our ſelves the Sa- 


tisfaction of obſerving, how Deſigns ſo jult and wife and 


honourable have been proſpered in the Execiition. And 
here a ſpacious and delightful Scene opens upon me. In 
the Defcription whereof,if I ſhall, as I am ſenſible I muſt 
very far, fall ſhort; you will pleaſe to remember, That 
the Greatneſs ot our Felicity, and the Goodneſs of our 
God, have done Honour to this Day bya Compiication 
of Subjects, which neither the Time, nor the Copiouſneſ; 
of the Matter, Will atlow inc to make a juſt Enlarge- 
ment upon. Z 
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I need not ſay, that God does now work generally by 
humane and ordinary Means: But I muſt beg Leave to 
remind you, that, that even thoſe means do notwith- 
ſtanding fail or take place, according to His Permiſ- 


ſion and Direction. In War, for inſtance (where 


Strength and Numbers, Courage and Diſcipline, 


| Stratagem and Conduct, are the Springs, upon which 


the Fortunes of the Field are thought to turn) the 
Providence of God is frequently ſignaliz d, by mak- 
ing ſeaſonable Diſcoveries, ſuggeſting wiſe Counſels, 
furniſhing favourable Opportunities, diſpiriting the 
Strong, defeating the many, inſpiring with uncom- 
mon Bravery the Few, to whom He viſibly makes 


| the Conqueſt his Gift; And, laſtly, by qualifying 


firſt, and ſingling out for the the bringing to pals 
His Merciful Purpoſes, Men of Eminent Abilities and 
Importance; and then more. peculiarly protecting 
their Perſons, upon whom the 1 may ſcem chiet- 
ly to depend. * 

| In ſeveral of theſe Inſtances our moſt Gracious 
Lord hath of late fo diſtinguiſhed Us and Our Af- 
fairs, that I cannot think the Duty of this Day diſ- 


| charged without fome thankful Recollection of them. 


To begin them with the happy Progreſs of Her 
MATESTY's Arms, in Spain It were blindneſs not 
to diſcern the particular Hand of GO D, in direct- 
ing, at ſo very Critical an Inſtant, the ſurprizing 
Attack made by our Gallant Countrymen, upon 


that Harbour and Fortreſs, which gave us the firſt 


Fopting, and laid the Foundation of our ſubſequent 
Advantages, in that Kingdom. In the mighty Con- 
cernment whereof we were ſoon inſtructed, by the 
ſeaſonable Kefreſhments our Fleets found there, after 
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(10) | 
To the fame kind Providence we owe it, that the 
Enemy, rightly computing the Strength and Conſe- 
quence of that valuable Poſt, eſteemed it worth redu- 


eing at any rate. But, when their Efforts were fo vi- 
gorous, and their Army fo well appointed, as threat- 
ned once more to take from it the boaſted Title of Im- 
pregpable , Theſe were ſuſtained by a Prince of Immor- 
tal Merit and Renown. By whoſe admirable Sagacity, 
and Vigilance, and Courage, the Beſiegers Force was 
not only diſappointed, but ſo waſted and broken, as 
greatly to facilitate thoſe Improvements ot this Provi- 
Swag Beginning, which God reſerved for the enſuing 
car. 

Then did His auſpicious Influence ſhine out more 
bright upoa the Confederate Arms, under the Com- 
mand of a Genizs, peculiarly adapted to ſuch an Under- 
ge His Activity, and Vigour, and Noble Fire 
preſs'd on apace; and quickly rendred him a Sanctuary 
to the Friends, and a Terrour to the Enemies of his 


Cauſe, To Theſe we in great meaſure owe the ſwift 


RequRion, firſt, and afterwards the ſeaſonable Relief, 
of a/City, to whoſe Fate that of the Span;ſh Monarchy 
was thought fo cloſely. allied, that Two contending 
Princes were concerned to claim it perſonally. And the 
Deciſion of this Prize fo honourably diſputed , ( roge- 
ther with the Impreſſions made in other Provinces of 


that Kingdom, by a Commander of Unqueſtionable 


Gallantry and Zeal,) is now, we hope, a firm Eſta- 
b iſhment of Glory and Dominion te Him whoſe Royal 


Preſence was both its Honour and its Preſervation. And 


Both together are certainly an illuſtrious Acceffion to 
the Triumphs and Devotions of this happy Day. 

The former is ſo to the Devotions of it more eſpe- 
cally. For hs hath God done in ſuch a manner, that all 
Men may plainly perceive it as Hu Work, The unani- 
mons Conſtancy of the Citizens, The active Zcal of 
che Countrey, The obſtinate Valour of the Garriſon, 
The Diligence and Bravery of cur Soldiers and Com- 

| | mauders 
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Me Jmanders both by Sez:and Land, had probably all faird 
le of their intended Effect; it He, who alone can com- 


5 mand the Winds and the Seas, had not brought Them 
*in co fight for us alſo. For thus they evidently did, firſt 
tt | by repulſing our Adverſaries former Attempt with Los; 
then by detaining a part of our Fleet till the Squadrons 
expected to reintorce them could unite; and at laſt by 
„conducting them to the Succour of the Belieged, in the 
1 very Atticle of extreme Danger and Diſtreſs. All which 
5 produced a Flight ſo precipitate and diſhonourable, that 


He ſeemed now to have confounded our Enemies with 
'S his Terrors, who had a little betore diſappointed and 
0 perſecured them with his Storms. 

Let us, in the next place, magnihe the Mercy of God, 
for the Empire reſcued from imminent Danger, by an 
Action in Germany, never to be forgotten, of which a 
higher Character cannot be given than that in Gallan- 
try and Renown it equalled that of the Two conſum- 
mate and Heroick Generals who conducted it. But now 
more eſpecially let us praiſe him tor the Auſtriam Rights 
vindicated , and in good Degree reſtored , by means of 
a late Victory, ſurpaſſing even the moſt Sanguine of our 
Ex pectarions. And here we cannot be juſt to the Giver 
of all good Gifts, without eſtecming it an Inſtance of His 
ſpecial Favonr, that he raiſed up tor fo nice a juncture 
a Commander, fo formed by Nature, fo finiſhed by 
Experience, for bold and noble Entreprizes. Whoſe 
| Sedateneſs and Judgment in Counſel, Courage and Pre- 

tence of Mind in Action, Whoſe deſerved Authority 
with all our Allies, and whoſe peculiar Felicity in gain- 
ing and improving Advantages, are the Bleſſing of his 
Own, the Envy and Wonder of every Age and Nation. 
To His marvellous Application and Victorious Name 
e owe an honoutab e Revulſion in the Spaniſh Net ber- 
lands, almoſt as ſpeedy, as that infamous one made ſome 
. - 27 wy re 
Vcars ago by Treachery and. Surpriſe ; A Country, 
VOunt to be gotten by Inches, but Now retrieved, (rei- 
2129 rather) in the beginning of one glorious Campaign. 
| oW, 
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Now, Does the Scri pennt deſcend fo low, L Exo. 3 1.3. 
as to aſcribe to the Spirit of God, the Skill and curious 
Contrivance of Artificers; And can we imagine, that 
God will not inſiſt upon having the Honour of ſich a 
Man as This? That we acknowledge all his Great Ac- 
compliſhments to Him, who makes one differ from another, 
and diſtributes to every Man ſeverally as He will? But parti- 
cularly are we bound, for his Satety and Succeſs, to a- 
dore the Hand from above that held him faſt, and the Arm 
that frength'ned him. The Sons of Violence were well a- 
ware, that Victory it ſelf would be bought too dear, at 
the Expence of that important Life; And they bent 
their Efforts accordingly. But His and Our Almighty 
Protectour ſignalized himſelf by covering him from a 


Death, the very near Approach whereof ought to ſtir 


and keep up in us a thanktul Senſe of ſo great and ſeaſon- 
able a Deliverance. And, I preſume, we make the right 
Uſe of God's ſo remarkable Inter poſition in our Favour, 
when we hope, and even truſt, that the Meaſure of His 
Conqueſts and Our Benefits from them is not yet full, 
while the Braveſt of Genetals continues to be thus pre- 
ferved for the Honour and Service of the Beſt of Queens. 
ltc makes another Article in our Praiſes due upon this 
Occaſion, that the Prince, whoſe Cauſe we aſſert, ap- 
pears to be diſtinguiſhed by all the Qualicies and Orna- 
ments of a Great and truly Royal Mind. His undaun- 
ted Reſolution in Danger, His unwearied Application, 
the Con deſcenſion of his Carriage, and the Encourage- 
ment of his Example, have already gained the Hearts 
of his Subjects, and the very tender Regards of his Al- 
nes. And What indeed can Subjects wiſh for more, than 
a Monarch entitled ro Dominion by Merit as well as 
Deſcent? And What can be a greater Endearment to 
Allies, than the Opportunity of placing a Crown on 
ſuch a Head; where the Honour of Giving can only 

he exceeded, by That of Receiving it at fich Hands? 
But above al! , What Expreſſions of Thankfulneſs, 
n thiõ time Of cur Solemnities, ſhall We of Theſe Na- 
tions 


tions 1 
which 
Cauſe 
whole 
very | 
hath 


| comb 


Prince 
to hor 
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tions find, commenſurate to that moſt valuable one, 
J hich God hath appointed; next under Himſelf , the 
> Wl Cauſe and Inſtrument of all our publick Bleſſiugs : Her, 
whoſe auſpicious Reign ( which God of his Mercy long, 
2 very long continue) in the ſhort Space of Four Years, 
hath brought down from Heaven ſuch ſignal and ac- 
 W cumulated Succeſſes , as ſeem to declare her, of all the 
- Wl Princes of the Earth, the Perſon , whom God delights 
to honour. Let Others ſeek out mercenary Hiſtorians, 


*dexterous in eloquent Flattery to write their Annals. 
B | A Orn; A faichful 

Hers azk no Art or Ornament. A faithful nay a modeſt 
0 Relation would ſcarce find Credit hereafter ; but that 


the Benefits of her Government will be tranſmitted with 
her Story; And Poſterity ſhall be convinced by a Feel- 
ing of that Happineſs, which they might otherwiſe lye 
under ſome Temptation of making a Difficulty to be- 
live. N 2 
f The Peace and Tranquillity of Her Own, The 
Fame and Power of her Arms in Other Countries, 
ue Diſtinctions and Glory of the Engliſh Valour, (a 
> natural Conſequence of Ergliſh Liberty) The effeftual 
Support of Her Allies, The generous Vindication of in- 
jured Princes, The ſeaſonable Reſtraint of potent Op- 
preſſion, The vanquiſhing Foreigners into their own 
Freedom, and exchanging their Slavery for legal Pro- 
perties and Rights: Theſe are ſhining Beauties in Her 
Adminiſtration : In which ſhe hath been reſembled 
but by Few , In Any of them ſcarce ever excelled”, In 
All of them uever equalled. | 
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la T heſe however the Wiſdom of Her Counſellors; 
The Wealth and Atfection of Her People, The pru- 
dent Diſpoſition of Her I reaſure, The Courage of Her 
Souldiery , The Conduct of Her Commanders, and 
the Aſnſtance of Her Confederates may claim ſome 
Share. But there is ſomething behind, in the Honour 
of which ſhe hath on Earth no Partner. Her Rova! 
and truly Chriſtian Virtues. 31 
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Theſe are properly Her Own ; And Theſe too have L 
no ſmall Concern in the Mercies wearenow commemo- con 
rating. The Account of Moſes praying upon the Hill, of | 
Exod. 1 7. 8. to 1 4.1 while Iael and Amaleck engaged be- be f 
low, was no do4bt intended to teach us, that Zoſpuſſ a! 
without Mofes is not a ſufficient Strength. Fleets and Ar- Coy 
mies are proper Inftruments of Detence; bur f-rvent inſt 
Applications to the Lord of Hoſts and God of BarrlesWſ ger: 
give a Turn to the whole Affair. Thus Religious and and 
good Governours work unfeen and at a dittance ; while to, 
their Piety and their Prayers qualifie their Forces tor M on 
Victory, andthe Chappel and che Cloſet crown che Sea of 
and the Field with Efficacy and Succeſs. 8 ten 
Thus have l in ſome meaſure repreſented, upon how | {cd 
7 many Accounts the Sacrifice we now are offering is due. by 
On which my Enlargements have been, not fo much for Cer 
the Sake of that Praiſe, which thefe next Inſtruments of M Ar 
our Happineſs deſerve, as for exciting Your Praiſe and mo 
Gratitude to that Author and Fountain of all Good, iter 
= who hath choſen and made uſe of them. For our true ade 
1 H ippineſs and Ground of Rejoycing lies not in Victory het 
and Succeſs abſtractedly conſidered; (Theſe, like all us 
other ſorts of worldly Proſperity, are ſometimes given eve 
to Men to their Hurt) but they lye in the Reſemblance ly 
of our Caſe to Vael's, and the Reaſons we have to be- Toi 
i *Heve our ſelves therefore victorious, becauſe God 1s he tio 
Shield of our Help. and the Sword of our Excellency, But our Ar 
Advantages , and the Greatneſs of them, are never re- &i 
membred to purpoſe , unleſs they awaken in us a due ter 
Senſe of rhe Greatneſs of our Obligations, which may laſ 
put us upon Returns ſuitable and worthy of them. Obli- He 
gations by no means ſatisfied with the folemn Proteſfions jec 
of a Feſtival Day; but which require a Temper and wi 


Tenure of Life and Converſation, ſuch as may promote xie 
the Ends of God's unſpeakahle Goodneſs . advance our an 
Intereſt at the fame time it expreſſes our Gratitude, and m 
recommend us yet more effectualiy to the enlargement qu 


of His Fayour towards ns. 


Let 


— 


ir 


Or 


| | | 1 | ) 5 12 | | 
Let our thankfulneſs 2 Let it, I beſeech and 
conjure you, appear in all the fitting Demonſtrations 
of it. As we are Members of a Body Politick, let it 
be ſeen in unity of Coumſels and Affections, in ĩimparti- 


al Juftice, in Brotherly Kindneſs, in Candour, and 


Condeſcenſion, and Temper, and Charity, and every 
inſtance of the ttue (for this is the true) Goſpel-· Mo- 


deration. Let us ſtudy to advance the Glory of God, 


and the good of our Country, By a Faithful Adherence 
to, and an unfeigned zeal for, our excellent Conſtituti- 
on both in Church and State: By a punctual Diſcharge 
of our reſpective Functions: By all honourable and 
tender Regards to them, who have been, and ate expo- 
{cd to danger for our Eaſe and Safety; and eſpecialiy 
by a cheerful and moſt affectionate Obedience to that 


Centre of our 5 and Honour; whoſe 


Arms the more ſignally God vouchſafes to proſper, the 
more diſingenuous, unnatural, and even impious mult 
it needs be, to create her unneceflary Difficulties, and 
add weight to thoſe numerous Cares, that hang about 
her Crown. Next, as to our private Capacities, Let 
us uſe our utmoſt Endeavours to remove far from us 
every accurfed thing, to be by this Goodneſs effectual- 
ly led to Repentance, to live as a People ſaved by the 
Tord: With our Enemies, treading under our Corrup- 
tions, the worſt and moſt dangerous of all Enemies: 
And never ler it be our Reproach, when our Deitru- 
tion had been laboured in vain from every other Quar- 
ter, that we then by our obſtinate Sins and Follies at 
laſt deſtroyed our felves. In ſhort, Let us ſettle in our 
Hearts this moſt certain truth, that he is the beſt Sub- 


jet, the beſt Exgliſb- Man, and the beſt Chriſtian, not 


whoſe Expreſfions of Joy ate moſt profule for Victo- 
ries abroad; but whoſe good Principles and good Ex- 
ample, whoſe Peaceableneſs and Piety, contribute 
moſt to a yet more glorious, more advantageous Con- 
queſt; Such as may render her Majeſty triumphant, 
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(16) 
where ſhe deſires moſt to be fo, over Irreligion and 
Profanenefs, Libertiniſm and Faction at home. 

I leave this whole Diſcourſe upon you with two or 
three Paſſages of Scripture ; And bleſſed be his unſpeak- 
able Mercy, which hath made them ſo applicable to 

the preſent occaſion. [ Deut. 2. 25. II. 25. Foſh. 23. 9, 
10. J The Lord hath driven before you Nations great and 
ſerong, and the Lord your God hath laid the fear of you, and 
the dread of you upon all the Land whereon ye tread, and they 
that hear report of you are in anguiſh, and tremble becauſe of 
yon: For the Lord your God be it is that fighteth for you. 
Take good heed therefore unto your ſelves, that ye love the 
Lord your God, and ſerve him with all your Hearts, for con- 
ider how great things he hath done for you. I Sam. 12. 24. 


To this God, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt be 
Glory and Dominion, . Adoration and Thankf- 


giving, now and for evermore. Amen. 
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